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Policy statement on Teaching of Sex and Relationships Education (SRE)
Introduction 

The Education (No 2) Act 1986 provides that Governors of schools which include sex education in their curriculum must, after consultation with the Headteacher, maintain an up to date policy statement about the provision, content and organisation of sex education in the school. It is a Statutory Requirement that such education should encourage pupils to have due regard to moral considerations and the value of family life.
Welsh Office Circular 45/94 gives guidance on the content and form of sex education in schools and the respective roles of Governors, parents and teaching staff in its presentation. 

This policy addresses legal requirements, national strategies and Welsh Government guidance such as

· Educational Act 1996

· Sexual health and Wellbeing action plan 2010-2015

· Guidance on sex and relationships education ( SRE) in schools

· The requirements of the Personal and Social Education Framework for 7-19 year olds

The statement is intended as an explanation of the current policy of the school on Personal Relationships. The policy has been formulated by the Governors after taking into account the statutory requirements and after consultation with the Headteacher and all the staff. The Governors of the school believe that Personal Relationships (to include human growth and development and sex education) should form part of an integrated programme of Health Education. 

Parents who have an objection to their children being involved in classes dealing with this aspect of the curriculum have a statutory right of withdrawal.

Links with other policies

This policy is cross referenced to other policies which include:

· Personal and social education (PSE)

· Safeguarding and child protection

· Anti- bullying

· Equality and diversity

Rationale and Delivery
It is accepted that Personal Relationships will form an important part of the school curriculum. As such, it will be complementary to the role of parents in providing their children with the basic, moral, social and religious framework within which their children will be educated.

The school is a Church in Wales voluntary controlled school. As such, the teachings of the Christian Church will form the moral and religious framework upon which the content of sex education in the school will be based and in particular, emphasis will be placed on the values of stable family life and the responsibilities of parenthood.

The content of Personal Relationships in the curriculum will reflect a pattern of objective and balanced facts and the cultivation of informed, reasoned and responsible decision making. Teaching about the physical aspects of sexual behaviour will be in a clear moral framework and will emphasise self restraint, dignity and respect for themselves and others.
Sex Education forms an integral part of every child’s general development and will be considered as part of a planned and co-ordinated programme of health education as well as in the context of the moral and ethnical values involved. Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) specifically, will be taught in the Summer Term each year throughout the Key Stage 2 classes. 
Children will be encouraged to learn, within the context of informed discussion with staff and their peers to accept that the growth of sexuality is part of their natural development and to look forward, with confidence in themselves and respect for others, to adolescence and adulthood.

Content

Relationships will be taught through various subjects, at all age groups in a non- didactic, informal and participatory manner. Please see the accompanying SRE overview for further detail. This will allow children to explore their understanding with others in the group and practise inter-personal skills. A variety of methods will be used to achieve this, such as group discussion, education videos, worksheets, games etc. 

Delivery

It is the class teachers responsibility to deliver the PSE and SRE programme. Pupils will be taught as whole class, circle time, gender groups or small groups at the discretion of the class teacher and PSE coordinator. At KS2 parents are notified of lessons that their child will be taught prior to delivery. In Year 5 and Year 6 where a DVD resource is used as a teaching tool, parents are given the opportunity to view the teaching materials and are reminded that it is their right to withdraw their child from this programme of study if they so wish. 
Education in Personal Relationships will challenge stereotyped attitudes towards gender roles. It will encourage respect for others through building self- respect.

If a personal disclosure is made to a teacher, the teacher will follow the steps set out in the Child Protection and Safeguarding policy.

Foundation Phase

In these age groups Personal Relationships education will arise as part of the curriculum topics and more as a response to questions and issues raised spontaneously in the course of day to day teaching rather than as formal teaching. A healthy curiosity and interest in all living things will be encouraged.

· My Family-Family relationships-Home situations-one/two parent families, fostered, adopted, cultural backgrounds

· New baby in the home

· Study of growth and reproduction in plants and animals

· Caring for myself – cleanliness, exercise etc., good personal hygiene, normality of body functions

· Understanding body development and changes

· Awareness of own feelings

· Relating well to others – what I like / don’t like - Awareness of others – their feelings, views and situation

· Support Services – e.g. doctor, nurse, dentist

KS2

At Key Stage 2 SRE will be taught in a progressive way. Accurate information will be given to encourage an acceptable vocabulary dealing with the parts of the body. In this context, a sensible attitude to bodily functions and personal hygiene will also be emphasised. 
Please see SRE Overview for further detail. 

National Curriculum Science as it relates to Sex Education

Foundation Phase

Pupils should be taught:-

· that animals, including humans, move, feed, grow, use their senses and reproduce

· to name the main external parts (e.g. hand, elbow, knee) of the human body

· that humans can produce babies and these babies grow into children and then into adults

· to recognise similarities between themselves and other pupils

Key Stage 2

Pupils should be taught:-

· that the life processes common to humans and other animals include growth,
nutrition and reproduction

· about the main stages of the human life cycle

Use of Visitors

Various people may be able to resource and support school based SRE education - these may include parents, the school nurse, health professionals, outside agencies (e.g. NSPCC) and the parish curate or priest. These visitors will always talk to the pupils in the presence of a member of staff and only after detailed discussions with the staff as to the content of the lesson.

Equal Opportunities

All pupils have access to sex education and care is taken to provide differentiated work for those children with special needs.

Sensitivity is shown to those children from cultural and ethnic groups which have definite perspectives on certain issues. Such multicultural perspectives are used to enrich the teaching of sex education.

As part of the programme gender stereotyping is addressed.

Monitoring and Evaluation
· The Governing Body will review the SRE policy on a regular basis, and after any alterations to its contents. The Headteacher will ensure its implementation and undertake monitoring with the PSE/SRE Curriculum Leader.

· The Headteacher and PSE/SRE Curriculum Leader are responsible for monitoring the standards of learning and teaching. 
· Findings from school monitoring and discussion with pupils will feed into the schools self-evaluation process.

RG 2016
5

