Peterston History Trail



Peterston super Ely
Church in Wales
Primary School

This is the second school
to be built in the village,
and opened on 13t May
1974 with 133 pupils.




A.S Ockwell

Owned and operated by Ockwell,
the son of Arnold Ockwell. Arnold
was born in the village in 1909, and
became an apprentice to Tudor
Thomas whose main work was
repairing farm equipment, and
established the first garage in the
Vale. It was after the second world
war that Arnold had the chance to
take over the village garage that is
so instantly recognisable today.




General Store and Pos
Office




Peterston Castle

Ruins of a former Norman castle.
You can still see a substantial
stretch of wall, approximately 4
metres high standing between
the houses known as Castle
Bungalow and Caehir, this is all
that remains of the North
eastern tower of the castle built
by the Norman lords of the
manor, the Le Sor family in the
mid 13tcentury. It replaced an
earlier structure destroyed by
the Welsh which in turn was
sacked and destroyed by Owain
Glyndwr in 1403.




St Peter’s Church

This is a large stone built medieval
church with battlemented West tower.
The churchyard also contains an ancient
yew tree. The first historic reference to
the church is in the valuation of
Norwich of 1254 although the present
Norman church is thought to have been
built on the site of an earlier Celtic
church, and dates mainly from the early
15t century. The sturdy tower houses a
ring of six bells, originally cast in
Chepstow in 1717. The lychgate at the
entrance to the churchyard was erected
in 1922 in memory of the men of the
parish who died in the Great War.

More recently the church has been
used in television shows such as Gavin
and Stacey.




Old School House

This house is the original site of the school.

On March 10th, 1847, the school inspector David Lewis visited the Dame
School and Church School at Peterston Ely and reports “Both schools are
held in a small wretched cottage near the village. The “Dame” received
£5 per annum which is provided by the Rector and Curate. Four children
read from the Testament, but only one appeared to be at ease with the
reading”.

The ‘present’ school was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Spencer
Ricketts, of Buckinghamshire, who owned land in the parish, although a
deed conveying the rights to the rector and Church Wardens, is dated
1857, the school was not built until 1866, and was enlarged in 1892 to
accommodate 118 children.

The first entry of the school log book reads:

June 11th, 1875. These schools were reopened in connection with the
Education Department on Monday, June 7th when | took charge of
them. 15 children. 11 boys and four girls, were admitted on Monday
morning. This number increased to 21 viz. 16 boys and five girls in the
course of the week. Attendance very reqular. Sewing Mistress took girls in
sewing on Monday and Friday afternoons. Boys had drill on Friday
afternoon.

Signed George Griffiths. Master.

The old school log books recorded events of particular note. Many of
these were collated by J.Ewart Jones who was Headteacher in 1974 and
some of the more interesting entries can be read in the Log Book.




Village Hall

In 1925 Mrs Ada Brockett-Grover, gifted a fully
furnished hall, to the village “for the spiritual,
intellectual, moral, social and bodily wants of the
people of Peterston-super-Ely.”

There was a gala opening on July 18t 1925.

Jack Vaughan, who was secretary of the Village Hall
for 36 years recalls: "It was in 1924 when | was a
young man | heard Mrs Brockett-Grover say at a
parochial church council meeting she would like a
few words with everyone after the meeting. You can
imagine our joy when she announced that she was
desirous of building a hall for us in Peterston. She
said she was very perturbed to notice that young
people in particular had no place to %o of an
evening, no opfortunity of proving their talent, or
organising ability.”

Today, the village hall is still used for a wide range of
community activities, including badminton, exercise
classes, film nights, panto’s, flowers shows and the
village market.



Memorial Playing Fields

The Memorial Fields which are
dedicated to the villagers of
Peterston-super-Ely, Pendoylan and
St Nicholas who gave their lives in
war. The Memorial Fields were
originally owned by the Parish
Council but ownership was
transferred ultimately to Vale of
Glamorgan Council, who now lease
the fields to PSE Community
Council.




MUGA

Peterston super Ely MUGA
(Multi-Use Games Area)
offers 3 tennis courts, netball
court, basketball court and
small and medium size
football pitches. It is an all-
weather surface with token
operated floodlights.




Station Terrace

Site of train station first opened in 1851 and
closed in 1971. The main railway line from
Cardiff to the West was opened on August
4th 1950. The stations at Llantrisant and
Peterston were well used. On Saturdays, the
train was filled with people of the Vale on
their way to market.

A branch line linked Barry and Peterston. A
colony of navies* [labourers employed in the
construction of the railway] came to
Peterston and lived in huts between the
Three Horseshoes and the railway line. The
landlord of the public house, Samuel
Radcliffe, used to draw off beer into baths
before the labourers reached the end of their
shifts. It was the only way the House could
deal with the rush. He was on this line in the
Wenvoe Drope tunnel that the Royal Train
stayed guarded at night on the occasion of
royal visits to South Wales.

o
—

PETCRSTONE,

By B oL £ LN
S . W o . y

(l
T L
L

o JIN

SUPER -~ ELY.



River Ely Bridge

The village of Peterston is sited where the
ancient track from Llandaff to the important
sites of Celtic Christianity, at Llantwit Major
and Llancarfan, crossed the River Ely. There
has been a bridge at this point since at least
1528 when John Leland, the antiquarian and
historian appointed by Henry VIII to survey
England and Wales, reported that "Llanpedr
on the east bank of the Eley is a poore village
with a bridge of three arches of stone". The
present bridge, which has two main arches
carrying the roadway and a smaller span over
former millrace, was built in 1869 with the
name of the builder, Thomas Miller, inscribed
in a roundel on the wall.




Wyndham Park

In the early 20th century John and
Reginald Cory, coal magnates,
began a Garden Village to the south
of, and quite separate from, the
historic village, now known as
Wyndham Park. Main Avenue was,
and remains, a wide and straight
spine road uphill from a bridge over
the river. The road originally crossed
the river on the site of today’s
footbridge but is now re-directed
westwards along Wyndham Park
Way.




Lanlay Meadows

Lanlay Meadows is a National Trust
site of vibrant hay meadows and
sweet-scented Rhos pasture,
making it a haven for wildlife and a
tranquil retreat for people. Discover
a landscape with wonderful
wildflowers, an array of birdlife, and
even otters alongside the River Ely;
Lanlay really is an idyllic retreat
from the hum-drum of everyday
life. More information is available
on the National Trust website

at https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk

/lanlay



https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lanlay

Croes y Parc Chapel

In 1776, Mr Rees Edwards from Hengoed gathered a group of
like minded persons about him and so a Baptist church was
established which met at Peterson super Ely, Pendoylan and
Llancarfan until it settled a chapel on the site of an old cottage
named Croes-y-Parc. One of it’s founders was David Williams,
the author of the famous hymn “Yn y dyfroedd mawr”. Croes-y-
Parc was the mother church of Tabernacle Welsh Baptist
Church, the Hayes, Cardiff. It was rebuilt in 1843, to
accommodate 500 people, as there had been an increase in the
numbers attending the church.

Currently, Croes-y-Parc Chapel (part of the South Wales Baptist
Union) is a made up of young and old from the village of
Peterston-super-Ely and surrounding areas. They meet each
Sunday morning for worship at 10.30am, which includes Sunday
school for the under 11s. This is an informal and relaxed
service, with a mix of modern and traditional hymns and songs,
followed by coffee and cake in our Croeso Hall. All are welcome.
A wide range of other activities includes a weekly youth club
(JAM Club) for 5 - 10 year olds, mid-week discussion groups and
bible study, monthly craft meeting and book club.




